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Friends, family celebrate the lives of 
Ghost Ship victims Travis Hough and 
Chelsea Dolan with ‘unfinished’ song 


MUSICAL ‘TRIBUTE 
FROM THE ASHES 


PHOTOS BY JOSIE LEPE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Ghost Ship fire victim Travis Hough’s mother, Judy Hough, center, and Ashley Lanier, right, holding her six-month-old 
daughter, Haley, record a tribute song for Ghost Ship fire victims with the Easystreet Choir at Berkeley’s Fantasy Studios. 


By Eric Kurhi IF YOU GO 
ekurhi@bayareanewsgroup.com What: Tribute 
F to Easystreet 
Easystreet, they say, was a “party in a box.” and hus 
; posthu 
Easystreet was feathers and fishnets, sequins möts record 
and spandex, fog machines and face-painting release 
and glitter. Gobs and gobs of glitter. Easystreet ; 
y was “Italo-disco meets techno meets house with When: 7pm. 
y pop sensibility,” said one fan, and “just wild pas- to midnight, 
i ` sion — all your dreams combined into this wild, Thursday, 
E AA crazy experience,” said another. Nov.16 
a7 Easystreet was Velvet Chang and Michael Blit- Where: Grey 
|z W zen, aka Chelsea Faith Dolan and Travis Hough Area Art and 
, i Saas — two among the 36 who perished at the Ghost Technology, 
Eric Bateman found the music for Ship warehouse fire in Oakland nearly a year ago. 2665 Mission 
the song on a variety of sources. But the Easystreet spirit lives on. Last month, a St., San Fran- 


tearful yet exuberant choir of two dozen friends, 
family members and fans of the audience-inter- 


cisco. Ages 21 
and up. 


Good 
deals on 
housing? 
Not here 


Three Bay Area cities are 
least likely places in US 
to find homes at a discount 


By Richard Scheinin 


rscheinin@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Bay Area homebuyers beware. Among the na- 
tion’s 100 largest housing markets, San Francisco, 
San Jose and Oakland — in that order — are the 
least likely places to find a price cut on a home 
for sale. 

That’s according to a new study by Trulia, 
which tried to figure out if a 
Black Friday phenomenon ex- ONLINE 
ists in the U.S. housing market. EXTRA 
In the Bay Area, of course, the Baad 
idea of a Black Friday sale on more 
homes is a bit bogus. = 

: : P about hous 
Median prices here are high .. 
z : : >, ing in the Bay 
to begin with, topping $1 mil- A 
à : : rea at www. 
lion for single-family homes 
: : mercurynews. 
in numerous counties. Beyond . 
: : com/business/ 
that, any seasonal price relief real-estate 
of the kind retailers offer post- ` 
Thanksgiving shoppers is hard to find if you’re 
looking to buy a house. 

The San Francisco, San Jose and Oakland met- 
ropolitan areas “are very expensive markets, and 
they’re very tight markets,” said Felipe Chacon, 
the Trulia housing economist who authored the 
report. “There’s just not a lot of reasons for sell- 
ers to cut prices right now.” 

Only 6.3 percent of homes listed in San Fran- 
cisco in the year ending in October had seen at 
least one price cut, the report found. That was 
the lowest percentage in the country — less than 

HOMES » PAGE8 


Use-of-force 


active spectacle gathered at a venerable Berkeley Cost: $10 
soundstage to finish the vocals for an unreleased advance, $15 
track. It was one of six songs painstakingly as- at the door. 
sembled by a bandmate to create a posthumous Tickets and 
release that will anchor an Easystreet celebra- information: 
tion in San Francisco on Thursday. 415-843-1423 
“Very shortly after the fire, I felt it was very or https:// 
important to grab all the digital media that they grayarea.org/ 
had created over the years,” said Eric Bateman, event/stars- 
36, who performed with Easystreet in its later easystreet- 
EASYSTREET » PAGE 8 tribute-album- 
release/ 


See video online: Watch a video of the friends 
of two Ghost Ship victims recording a song. 
http://bayareane.ws/2zHmwqP 


Lola McCall helps in the recording 
of “Places | Will Never Go.” 


Optimism greets crab season's start 


After three subpar years, fishermen hope for epic Dungeness haul this time around 


Fisherman 
Matt Piccardo 
prepares crab 
pots for loading 
onto a boat as 
fishermen get 
ready for the 
opening of the 
season at Pillar 
Point Harbor. 


By Lisa M. Krieger 


lkrieger@bayareanewsgroup.com 


HALF MOONBAY » Only hours away from the 
official opening of Dungeness crab season, 
men and their boats swarmed around John- 
son Pier on Tuesday afternoon, each fisher- 
man praying that this winter will reverse a 
long, hard stretch of bad luck. 

“Three bad years. We need to start dig- 
ging ourselves out of the hole,” said Niko 
von Broembsen, 49, of Oakland, sunburned 


cases to get 
more scrutiny 


SJPD’s policy sets new criteria to look 
closer at a wider array of incidents 


By Robert Salonga 


rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANJOSE » In a groundbreaking 
move inspired by public over- 
sight, the San Jose Police Depart- 
ment will step up reviews of of- 
ficers’ use of force and intensify 


investigations into the most se- d > oe 
rious cases, officials announced he ri p 
Tuesday. scl 

Until now, the department sae our 
only reviewed most nonfatal use- ne hae 
of-force encounters in response tive” 
to a citizen’s complaint, filed - , 
with the department’s Internal oe 
Affairs unit or the city’s Office of 
the Independent Police Auditor. 

Police supervisors and com- Inside: A 
manders will now be expected look at the 
to launch force investigations Categories 
on their own based on reports Of force that 
from the field. Those violent en-  SJPD will 
counters willbe gradedonanew use tog rade 
four-tier scale where a higher encounters 
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risk of injury or death triggers 


and weary as he raced to prepare for one EN epee increased scrutiny. 
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